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 Hong Kong Toastmasters Club
     Edition number: 01           5 July 2004



	From the President:  Arthur Ting
The year 2004 marked an important milestone in the history of our Club. It is our 50th anniversary year. I am very honored to be elected President this year and I would like to thank you for giving me the chance to serve the Club in such an important year.

I’d like to thank Patrick for his great job last year and in getting the Club momentum going. This year I hope to try to bring this momentum to higher gear. This year, aside from the 50th anniversary celebration, I have another dream that I wish to achieve. That is to create a meeting environment where no members and guests would want to miss. To achieve this, I have identified 3 areas that we should focus on in order to achieve this dream.

Proposed changes for next year:
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To enhance meeting atmosphere

· Select fun packed meeting themes

· Hold special theme meetings

· Hold meetings in a special way – while having dinner

To enhance member sense of belonging

· Publish monthly newsletter for better communication

· Hold special activity days – sports day, games day, outings, parties, drink nights, etc

· Conduct research to find out what members want

To enhance quality of speech

· Recommends better speech preparation and more speech rehearsal

· Challenge yourself not to use notes while delivering prepared speeches

· Invite past presidents to come back and share with us their experiences and give us workshops
This year, I am very glad to have a team of dedicated members in the executive committee to help fulfill my dream. All of them are here to help your membership, to enhance your experience, and make your learning progress more smoothly.  Please feel free to introduce yourself to them and ask questions!  They’re here to help!

VP Education - Alice Tsang, Bryan Cheung, Sophia Sze            Treasurer - LawWai Wong, Alex Chong
VP membership - Elsa Law                                   SAA - Queenie Lam, Esther Li, Louisa Tsang
VP Public relations - Tina Wong                               Web master - Bryan Cheung         

Secretary - Sophia Sze                               




	2004-2005 ExComm Inauguration ceremony on June 21, 2004
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From left to right: Queenie Lam, Tina Wong, Sophia Sze, Alex Chong, Arthur Ting, Elsa Law, Esther Li and Louisa Tsang

	What Went on in our Club Meeting on 21st June 2004? By Elsa Law

The installation of the new team led by President Arthur was made official as of 21st June 2004. It was not a pompous but joyous and simple ceremony. President Arthur made his maiden presidential speech with passion and commitment. The rest of the team each had a role and each shared their vision and hope also. If you were there, you would have known that Tina Wong, our VP Communication has proposed gathering at “message of the body” and drinks at Lan Kwai Fong. Sounds interesting, doesn’t it? Those of you who are interested, it won’t be too long before you will hear from our Tina again on this. 

Inauguration was not the only item on the agenda that evening but prepared speeches and table topic also. Our Esther Li gave her ATM speech regarding a press conference about an air disaster caused by her company’s aircraft. Her props were so real that you would almost be fooled by it as if you were sitting in a live conference. Audience participated warmly pretending that they were the media. On the other hand, our own Fion Hung talked about “Happiness” which certainly went with the spirit of the night. 

If there was a competition for excellent memory, then the award should really go to Louisa. She was the TTM that evening but she was called unexpectedly ahead of the scheduled time. Without notes or any aid, she recited each question calmly and clearly. She has demonstrated one very important quality of toastmasters – the impromptu skill. 

Of course any meeting will not be complete without the TME, our seasoned toastmaster, Asta Li, was the TME of the evening. She showed us how smooth linking could be made from one speaker to another. Not only that, she made use of materials that were there and had enliven the atmosphere of the meeting. All in all, the meeting was one of joy and continuous learning.

	From the Editor:  John Liang
It’s my pleasure to be this year’s editor for the Hong Kong Toastmasters Newsletter.  

This monthly newsletter will include general updates on Club activities and upcoming events.  We will also include a section of typical grammer mistakes and will provide tips and examples to fix these common errors in communication.  

Also new in the HKTM newsletter is a section to introduce the new members for each month.  New members please submit a digital picture to the editor!   

Finally, in case you miss out on meetings because of work, travel, girlfriend/boyfriend, whatever the reason, we’ll also include a summary of the previous meeting so you never miss out on any HK events- But of course we hope you attend every meeting! 
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	Message from Patrick

DARE to take up the challenges? – my serving as President of Hong Kong Toastmasters Club

“DARE to be the President of Hong Kong Toastmasters Club?” I asked myself 18 months ago after I ‘d been strongly “invited” to consider it, when our past president had a special assignment in New Zealand.  “Yes” I said, and it started my wonderful and valuable 18 months as the club’s president.

Dream –  How excited you will be if your dream come true one day? That’s my feeling when our club got both the Division H Humorous and Evaluation Contests’ Champions last year. Few weeks before that, I had been joking with Asta that I wanted to win some Division Championships.  That certainly was an unintended achievement but one that our Club is proud of.
Ask – 
“Ask, Thou shall be given”. It worked in many situations throughout the year. We asked for a world class trainer, we were offered during her short stay in Hong Kong. We were able to organize the workshop for 60 participants within one week. There were many more. Of course, it was also because of all your dedicated support that we could organize many of these activities successfully. 

Relationship – “ A relationship, I think, is like a shark, you know? It has to constantly move forward or it dies” – Woody Allen. Throughout my term, I have had vast opportunity to move forward with a number of people, all of whom have different personality and characters. The practical knowledge of various communication styles through meeting them is most valuable. I’ve learnt how to move forward without dying, from project 2 (CTM manual-previous edition).

Enjoy –  “What is the most important factor to be a good leader? The ability to be Humorous” I was told in a Club officer training. I didn’t understand. But I ultimately knew what it meant when there were occasions that we missed many speakers in meeting. The ability to laugh and enjoy is a wonderful power that keep everyone and I myself to proceed and succeed.

It is a tremendous experience being a president. I have experienced and learnt a lot in the past 18 months. DARE to Dream, Ask, Relate and Enjoy.  Other than these, my greatest satisfactions are actually the several moments that I was touched by our members’ speeches. We all have learnt something among one another.

I certainly could not do my job without a team. My team, to whom I owe my gratitude for their continuous support and contribution, has been great. They have tirelessly teamed up to help wholeheartedly in realizing every tasks and plans for the club. 


Events
Dinner Meeting on Jul 19, Monday

This year, the Excom team will try to make our meetings

more fun and spice them up with more variety. We will

be having a different way to deliver our meetings -

that is while having dinner. Our first dinner meeting will be held as follows:
Veune: King Of Kings Restaurant - 3/F, Regal Hongkong Hotel
Time: 7:00 – 9:00pm (Having meeting while enjoying dinner)

Highlights: One-Hour Workshop on “Communication Skills for Leaders” 

Guest Speaker: Mr. Paul Chan, Principal Training Consultant for 


       Dale Carnegie Courses in Hong Kong

Dinner Fee: Around HKD60 (Chinese cuisine)   

Since we need to book the no. of tables in advance, pls RSVP to Louisa Tsang (tsanglingling@netvigator.com / mobile:9773 5203) at your earliest convenience.
	Club Activities: by Elsa Law
There have been bursts of activities in the Hong Kong Toastmasters Club for the last several months. One of the activities and among the most exciting is our 50th Anniversary Dinner tentatively scheduled for November 6th this year. 

We originally had plans to invite Mrs. Anson Chan as our VIP guest, but we learned that she’ll be away from HK and will not be able to attend the meeting.  However! We’re actively looking for another guest to take part in our 50 yr anniversary dinner.  We will update the newsletter when the guest is confirmed.  

Can you imagine a club that has survived 50 years? Well, we have and we will continue to do so. Remember our slogan “Speaking Our Way to the New Frontier”?
We’re currently working on the souvenir booklet. It is full of fun, humor, wonderful memories and success secrets- It will be great to read and keep. 

The other and more relevant activity, of course, is about you and me. Yes, us!  Our President Arthur is aiming to bring more fun and fellowship into our meetings. Instead of regularly sitting in the basement room of the Regal Hotel, we will have some of our meetings with dinner running our usual program.  Great idea huh?  The first meeting of this type will take place on the July 19th meeting.  We will hold this meeting at the King of Kings Restaurant!


	Grammer Section:  Modifiers - words or phrases that describe another element in the sentence. This relationship must be clearly defined within the sentence. If a sentence fails to make clear which element is being described or constructs an incorrect relationship, the sentence is grammatically incorrect.
Incorrect Phrase: “By eliminating the expense of unproductive direct mailings done in prior years, the decline in corporate income caused by the loss of foreign sales could be offset.”
Rule: A modifying phrase should be placed as close as possible to the noun or pronoun it modifies.
Hint: In order to spot modifying phrases, be on the lookout for phrases set off by commas, and more generally for phrases that explain someone or something in more detail. Then make sure that the modifier is as close as possible to whatever it describes.
Corrected Phrase: “By eliminating the expense of unproductive direct mailings done in prior years, the corporation could offset the decline in total income caused by the loss of foreign sales.

Summary: By replacing “corporation” after the modifying phrase, the sentence is grammatically correct and concise.



	Chief Editor : John Liang  johnnykalani@yahoo.com
Deputy Editor : Elsa Law   
	Send your feedback and contributions to:
       HKTMC@yahoogroups.com


Don’t miss the chance!!


Probably the First


 Dinner Meeting in HK with an educational workshop by a


 Dale Carnegie Trainer on Jul 19!!








