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Did you know…  
 

- there were only four toastmasters clubs in Hong Kong in the early 80s?  
 
- that these four clubs: Hong Kong Toastmasters, Hong Kong ITC, Victoria Toastmasters, Kowloon ITC (now Island Toastmasters)  

were holding inter-club speech contests every year?  
- the themes were set for the speeches…and that the overall winning club got to host the contest the following year? 

 
On 6th November 2004, at the Club's 50th Anniversary Celebration Dinner, you will witness a re-enactment of the contest. 
 
The 6th November is not only a golden jubilee for current and past club members; it will also be a joyful get-together for local toastmasters 
and fellow toastmasters from the District. 
 
Apart from sprinkling the evening with nostalgia, your Organizing Committee is working towards making the evening enjoyable and 
forwarding looking. We can envisage members separated for decades to see each other again, we can hear wine glasses being cheered, 
applauses given for wonderful speeches and can get a glimpse of our proud history! 
 
Surely, the evening will make our day and others’  as well! But to get there from here ……do you know the nitty-gritty of preparing for a 
celebration?  Following is a brief account of our progress and the contribution you can make. 

1. Sponsorship �  We have some sponsors already but do need a few more commercial organizations to 
place advertisements in our event booklet to raise more money.  If you know of any 
good contacts, your employers and clients who will be interested, let us know and we'll 
take care of the rest! 

2. A souvenir and table prizes for    
everyone to take home 

�  Souvenirs are being prepared, but do want a few great table prizes to make the evening 
more exciting! Can you help? 

3. A booklet to commemorate the event �  A draft layout is ready which contains material, contributions and pictures from current 
and past members and completed with a list of all Past Presidents – a feat that had been 
given up many times before. 

�  Currently under design stage by a volunteer design specialist. The colour scheme is 
great provided our finances are sufficient to cover it. 

4. Venue and floor management �  A team of floor managers is working on the details to make the event run smooth and 
professional 

�  More volunteers are welcomed! Interested, please contact our Asta Lee 

5. Programme rundown �  We have inter-clubs contest and humorous speeches but would like to make the event 
more fun…such as performance or talent shows by club members. Do bounce off any 
ideas that you may have to us. We love to hear from you. 

�  Any contributions for lucky draw prizes are welcomed  

6. Selling of tickets �  Tickets under design; will start selling soon 
�  Your support and early commitment will be much appreciated. Come with your family, 

friends… and anyone you can think of to have a good time... 
�  As members, you are privileged to have our pre-public sale offering! 

7. Guest of honour �  We are awaiting to hear from our VIP speaker  … 
�  District Governor and his team have confirmed attendance. They are coming all the way 

specifically for this event! 

8. Helpers �  We can do with all the help you can offer, so when being approached by members of the 
Organizing Committee, do offer your support in anyways you can. We, all members of 
the Club, are making history! Let’s be proud of taking part in it! 

9. 50th anniversary workshops to help 
to raise finances 

- Completed two: Christine Lau's "Speak to Win" and Sandra McKnight's "Voice Power" 
- Next workshop is scheduled for August, watching out for details 

Ideas and enquiries are welcome, please contact:   Asta Lee   �  8101-4808 �  asta@alumni.cuhk.net   

� � � � � � � � � �
	 � � � � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � � � 	 �
� � � 
 � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � �� � � �

Help! 



 

 

 

 
Andrew Lyons-Davis 
Andrew is only 30+ and married to lovely Rebia. 
Currently, the Regional Operation Manager of 
ING Investment Management; he enjoys running, 
swimming, cycling and well on news/politics. His 
reason for joining HKTM is to improve his 
confidence in business speeches and presentations. 

 
 

 
 

Chan Siu Kuen (�«�«�«�«   �W�W�W�W  �`�`�`�` ) 
 
Also known as Nancy Chan at 30+, an English 

teacher by profession and lives with her pet 
Micky, a Pomeranian. Movies, reading and 

voluntary works are Nancy’ s favorite pastime. In 
her own words “ I join HK Toastmasters because 
I  hope  to overcome my psychological fear of 
speaking in public through more interactions 

with the members of the club.”  
 

 
 

Daniel Chan 
Daniel is 25+, previously a banker now an audit 
manager of the HK Royal Jockey Club, married 
with a son. He enjoys reading, traveling, hiking, 
cycling and sailing. 
 
 Note from Daniel: 
“Toastmasters Club was known to me when I was 
in Canada for business some time in 1996.  With 
increasing demand for communicating for results, 
both verbal and written, I need to learn and 
practice the 'how-to' techniques in an 
intensive manner. I truly believe TM is the right 
choice.”  
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Grammer Section:  Subject verb Agreement – A simple concept, however, these are trickier when using complex sentence structures to hide the 
subject-verb relationship.   
Incorrect Phrase: “Deprived of attention for more than a few hours, the restless cats, always willing to exert their feline power, begins to claw the 
furniture and only stops when the owner returns home.”  
 
Rule: Verbs must agree with their subjects in person and number.  Correct verb tenses must be used so that the timing of the action conveyed by the 
sentence is clear and logical.   
 
Hint: Subject and verb agreements are complicated when separated with intervening phrases. The structure of the sentence makes it more difficult to 
“ hear”  the subject-verb agreement errors. Sometimes a “distractor”  noun will be placed in closer proximity to the very so that it “ sounds”  as if this word 
should be the subject. 
 
Corrected Phrase: “Deprived of attention for more than a few hours, the restless cats, always willing to exert their feline power, begin to claw the 
furniture and only stop when the owner returns home.”  
 
Summary: The subject plural “cats”  is incorrectly paired with the singular verbs “begins”  and “stops” .  The noun “power” , next to the verb “begins”  acts 
as a distractor.  
Chief Editor : John Liang  johnnykalani@yahoo.com 
Deputy Editor : Elsa Law   elaw@elsa-law.com 

Send your feedback and contributions to: 
       HKTMC@yahoogroups.com 


