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Team Building Camp in Yuen Long  
By Alice Tsang 
 
The long awaited 2-day team 
building and leadership training 
camp took place on a sunny and 
chilly day.  The event took place at 
Po Leung Kuk Jockey Club Tai 
Tong Holiday Camp in Yuen Long 
on Nov 20-21. Initiated and 
organized by our charming angel, 
VPPR - Tina Wong, the event 
ended up with 38 people from 8 
toastmasters clubs!  
 
The highlight of the camp was an 
intensive leadership workshop led 
by a veteran leadership trainer, Mr. 
Emerson Lai. The workshop 
turned out to be very interesting 
through its rich content and the speaker’s sense of humor. He talked about the essence of leadership and led the 
discussion of how to be an effective leader that was lively and useful for our working life. What really 
interested me were the games after dinner. To put theory into practice, Emerson divided us into different 
groups and led us play several games. In one of the games, we were given 20 straws and 3 balloons, with 
which we were required to construct a tall and firm “building”  within 15 minutes. With a full stomach and 
tired pair of eyes, we tried our best to create our ideal “building” . It was a tough job indeed as nothing given 
could stand alone well. With synergy among team members, finally a number of state-of-the-art architectures 
were given birth with surprise and laughter. The biggest lesson I learned was how to think out of the box. Our 
perception was that only one straw’s end could put into another straw’s end. Applying creative thinking, 
another group wildly put two straws’  ends into another straw’s end to make a Y shape for a firm base (see RHS 
photo)! I think that was the wonder of human’s brain and wise use of resources.  
 
A wonderful night cannot be nostalgic without ending with good desert. We were glad to have two gentlemen 
to drive us to the well-known desert house – Small B cool noodle “B �Ò
Å�C”  to taste its famous dishes. I 
found another easier way for team building was to sit closely and share delicious food together…               
 
In conclusion, the leadership 
camp was very educational 
and inspiring. I enjoyed the 
good view of Yuen Long, the 
food, the scent of fresh grass, 
the ideas generated and the 
friendship built up there.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

New Services for  HKTM Members!!  Pool Mentorship 
 
Our club is pleased to announce a pilot scheme of pool mentorship. The purpose of this scheme is to provide 
members with a group of seasoned toastmasters who can offer advice and assistance to any members. Anyone 
of our members who feel the need for advice and assistance with their level 1 to 10 speech preparations and 
presentation may seek out any one of mentor named in the pool for opinion and advice other than members© 
assigned mentors. These pool of mentors include Andrew Lyon-Davis, Asta Lee, Elsa Law, Janet Leung, Lap 
Wai Wong, Patrick Chau, Tina Wong and Wendy Chan.  
 
 
My Toastmasters journey: By Queenie Lam 
  
My Toastmasters journey started back in March 2004 as HKTM’s Sergeant At Arms. I still remember when 
Arthur invited me to become a member of the Executive Committee for the team.  I was very surprised since I 

was very very new member at the time.  Back then, I 
was so worried about whether I was qualified for the 
responsibilities.  Personally, I am interested in 
organizing and holding functions.  I knew that the 
experiences as SAA would give me a chance to develop 
my leadership skills and empower self-development. 
With the full support of the senior members, I took this 
challenge. All of the Excom (Executive Committee) 
members were full of spirit when we started the team 
and continue to do so - I have gained much value from 
it. The joy and friendships are unforgettable.  
Toastmasters enhances my life and value. It’s my great 
pleasure and honour to work with all toastmasters© 
members.  

 
 
 
Latest Awards and 
Distinctions: 
 
The picture to the right is 
Patrick Chau and Arthur Ting.  
HKTM was awarded with the 
President Distinguished Club 
trophy.  This award is in 
recognition for the hard work 
and achievements of the Club, 
the ExComm and of Patrick©s 
leadership last year. 
  
The President©s Distinguished 
Club award is the highest 
award a club can get from TI 
through achieving at least 9 of 
the 10 DCP goals. 
  
Only two clubs in HK were 
given this award last year. 
  



 

 

New Member  Flash!! 
 
Mr. Mark Florian Gan 
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Grammer Section:  Usage &  Style – These types of errors differ from the other errors from previous newsletters.  
They do not break established grammatical rules.  However, they are inconsistent with traditional language usage that 
has developed over the course of time.  There is no fine line for these rules – most people learn them through daily 
language use.  This example below is in error because it uses the passive voice.  Other examples of Usage & Style 
errors include redundancy, wordiness, and idioms.   
 
Unclear Phrase (Passive Voice) :    “The cake was bought by Patrick.”  
 
Rule: The passive voice is used when the action of a sentence is performed upon the subject of the sentence.  On the 
other hand, the active voice is used when the subject performs the action (on the object).   
 
Hint: As the passive voice is not grammatically incorrect, it is not as concise and clean as the active voice.  
 
Clear and Concise Phrase (Active Voice):   “Patrick bought the cake.” 
 
Chief Editor : John Liang  johnnykalani@yahoo.com 
Deputy Editor : Elsa Law   elaw@elsa-law.com 

Send your feedback and contributions to: 
       hongkongtoastmastersclub@yahoo.com 

 


