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My Toastmaster Journey by David Lam

Since Elsa, our deputy editor, has asked me to write a few lines on my Toastmaster journey, | am delighted
to share it with you.

| joined Hong Kong Toastmaster Club about four years ago. My journey began when | typed “ Toastmaster”
in Google one day. Soon after, | began attending a few HKTM meetings before deciding to join the club. It
was definitely “love at first sight”, and | have no regret whatsoever. | had afeeling and was quite certain that
| would stick to it throughout my lifetime.

The primary reason why | joined was because | did not think | was a good communicator. Toastmasters is
about communication which could be proactive or reactive, verbal or written, one to one or one to many,
listening and speaking. There are a variety of roles one could take up in Hong Kong Toastmaster Club to
enrich one’s experience, e.g., being a participant in table topicsis reactive, being a toastmaster of the evening
is proactive. Polishing one's script isthe first strategic step before practicing its delivery. Giving evaluation
to a speaker is a one to one event as well as an experience shared with the audience. Every single one of
these roles involves active listening to the speech contents of the speaker. Similarly, it applies to the role of
Ah counter, Grammarian or Time- keeper. These offer a weath of riches to improve my communication
skills.

Another reason was that | felt we were living in an era of communication. Take Ronald Regan for example,
he was a popular president because he was a superb communicator. To be a better communicator was my
aim and so | joined Hong Kong Toastmaster Club. Practice always made perfect my communication.

Nonetheless, the pathway to become a good communicator was not smooth. There were many distractionsin
my life that might act as hurdles to the achievement of my goals, e.g., other commitments in my life, work
stress and my mood. Are you going through similar experiences? If you are, do not let it steer you away from
our club.

| need to confess that there was atime | was frequently absent from our Club meetings and was not a good
role model for my fellow members, but whenever | recalled my own motivation and the encouragement
given by my fellow members, | would always try to make an effort to attend every meeting. Believe it or not,
my Toastmasters' journey isjust at the beginning despite the years | have joined.




Recent New Members!!!

DixonisanIT
security officer
with Microsoft,
25+ and single.
Hisinterestisin
reading all sorts.
Hefirst heard

of HKTMC when
he was in Canada
sometime ago. He
hopes to improve
his
communication
and presentation
skills.

Kelly is a management trainee of Manulife International
Ltd. She has already successfully completed her 1.5 year
of the two year management training program. Job
training rotation of 5 departments within such a short
time is certainly amazing but can be exhausting
sometimes; nevertheless, she has found her job exciting
and challenging. Her interests include practicing yoga,
traveling (her next intended trip is India), reading,
watching movies and collecting ethnic handcraft. When
asked why she joined HKTMC, her reply was she would
like to improve her spoken English, build confidence in
public speaking, expands her network and add sparkles
to her life.




Up Coming Eventdl

Speakathon on May 22"

Discover Sai Kung islands and beaches by boat?
On 22nd May (a Sunday), the club will be hosting aboat trip to Sai Kung and all members and guests are
welcomed. In addition, there will be a Speakathon a so.

Isn®it tempting to spend aday on a soft sandy beach and enjoying the sea and all its glory, catching up chit-chats
with fellow members and meeting new people; and to enjoy a number of speeches? If you agree, then call our
Lap Wong at 9883-2728 or email him at |apwai 008@yahoo.com or contact our Alex Chong at

aexchong 99@yahoo.com or cal 92689535 to register. When you register, do tell Lap or Alex where you wish
to be picked up. Thelocations are :

1) Queen'sPier, Central. Pick up time: 9:30am
2) TST Pier, TST- Kowloon. Pick up time 9:45am
3) Sai Kung Pier, Sai Kung. Pick up time: 12:30pm

Sign up now for your speech with Alice Tsang at saiyeex@hotmail.com or call 9206-6396.

Members are free of charge. Guest will be charged HK$100 per person exclusive of luncheon which will be
shared by the group on apro-ratabasis. Registration ison afirst comefirst serve basis and each member is
entitled to bring a maximum of 2 guests. Seats are limited so hurry up and act on it NOW!!

Please however note that in the event of atyphoon no.3 or araining on May 22™, our Speakathone will
be conducted indoor. Detailswill be announced later. Should we be threatened with atyphoon no.8 signd or a
blackrain storm signal on or before 7:am. on May 22™, the boat trip will be cancelled.

Joint Meeting with Oasis Toastmasters Club on May 23 (M onday)

Do you want to deliver your speech in atotally different club environment? Now you have got a chance!
We will have ajoint meeting with Oasis Toastmasters Club on May 23"

Date: May 23 (M onday)
Time: 7:00 —9:00pm
Venue: Hong Kong Scout Centre, Scout Path, Kowloon, Hong Kong (Near Jordan MTR station)

Grammer Section: Subject verb Agreement - A simple concept, however, these are trickier when using complex sentence structures
to hide the subject-verb relationship.

Incorrect Phrase: “Deprived of attention for more than afew hours, the restless cats, always willing to exert their feline power,
begins to claw the furniture and only stops when the owner returns home.”

Rule: Verbs must agree with their subjectsin person and number. Correct verb tenses must be used so that the timing of the action
conveyed by the sentence is clear and logical.

Hint: Subject and verb agreements are complicated when separated with intervening phrases. The structure of the sentence makes it
more difficult to “hear” the subject-verb agreement errors. Sometimes a “ distractor” noun will be placed in closer proximity to the
very so that it “sounds’ asif this word should be the subject.

Corrected Phrase: “Deprived of attention for more than afew hours, the restless cats, aways willing to exert their feline power,
begin to claw the furniture and only stop when the owner returns home.”

Summary: The subject plural “cats’ isincorrectly paired with the singular verbs “begins’ and “stops’. The noun “power”, next to the
verb “begins’ acts as a distractor.
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