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A Year of Presidency by Arthur Ting

Exactly one year ago, an important milestone in my life began. Whether by faith or by coincidence, | was
elected the president of the Club in its 50" anniversary year. Amid the cheers and congratul ations, | sensed at
that time that the burden would be heavy and expectations high. However, charged with a boosted spirit and
backed by a dream team of equally high spirited ExComm members as we set off to tackle obstacles ahead.

Looking back, | lived the last year as if I've never lived. Being the President of the Club opened my eyes
wide, allowed me to do things I’ve never done before or ever dare dream of doing. | would never have
imagined myself addressing more than 200 people in a banquet comprising of people like Ms. Audrey Eu
and others as highly regarded in the Hong Kong community. | would never have imagined sitting beside
legislators such as the Hon. Tsang Y uk Sing and be on equal terms with them in speech contest as judge. Nor
would | ever imagine getting to know the deans, professors and principals of tertiary and secondary schools
around HK and be treated like a VIP. At the same time, | learned and grew like | was back in my teens.
Everything was new, exciting, tough and challenging and | may not have lived up to some of your
expectations. The past year was definitely one of the most memorable years in my life and | would like to
thank the Club and the members, whole heartedly for that; For giving me the chance to be somebody and
making the impossible happen in my life.

The achievements last year were the result of lots of hard work, devotion, sacrifices and endurances put
forward by the entire ExComm team and other very dedicated members of the club. | was very fortunate to
be blessed with such a talented and devoted team which, | would say, should be an envy of other clubs.
Without their selfless contributions and support, nothing could have been achieved. Many members are full
of wisdom, though some are younger than me, however, I’ ve learned in many things from them. | would like
to salute the entire team for standing by and putting up with me for the entire year. Thank you to the whole
team from the bottom of my heart! 1t's my honor to have worked with you. Y ou are the true heroes!

Looking forward, the Club is now in a better shape than before. We have a stronger membership base. Our
financial status is much healthier. But most importantly, our next batch of club leaders, to be led by our next
Club President — Toastmaster Lap Wa Wong, is another group of very dedicated team. | have every
confidence that Hong Kong Toastmasters Club will grow and prosper under their leadership.

Lastly, | wish to see one of you —my dear members, to earn the Adam Aitken’s Award and to represent HK
and of course our Club to the next District speech contests. Let’s all work together to boost our speech
standard, our atmosphere and our camaraderie.

The Club belongs to you and you belong to the Club.
Together, let’s make it a Club that we will all be proud of!

Wish you al Happy and Fruitful Toastmastering!
Yours Truly,

Arthur Ting
Immediate Past President




Photos from the May 5" Speakathon!!

A day of Sunshine and Blue Sea by Boat by Alex Chong

It all started with the
Tsim Sha Tsui ferry pier
on 12" May 2005. |
arrived early and tried to
‘pick up’ those members
who had requested to be
on board the boat in
Tsim Sha Tsui. Members
arrived one after another,
just like in HKTM
meetings. It wasn't until
| received a cal from
Bhoova who cried out on
the phone that his taxi
driver had no idea about
where he needed to go.
With a bit of luck,
Bhoova and his family
arrived, after all Hong
Kong isasmall place.

The weather was bright and
breezy despite the hot
temperature, which was
exceptionally nice
considering the severe rainy
weather the few days
before. Esther Li brought
her lovely pet dog- Terry
and it was having a mighty
good time. Others took
their family members or
guest on broad to enjoy a
great day out. The boat was
fully loaded with members
and guests being happy and
cheery.

It was windy when the boat

set off sailing through

scenic Sai Kung water.

Wind surfing and water

activities were seen along our journey and it formed an indispensable picture in our mind. Our VPR, Tina
Wong grabbed the opportunity to create laughter and fun during our journey. It was the impromptu speech
session that had people caught with a balloon in their hands whilst music stopped and they had to burst the big
balloon before they could take the table topic question out and answered it. It was exciting and aroused
screams from the girls.




having a leisurely time on the
top deck of the boat.

When everyone was gathered,
we sailed the boat through Sai
Kung - a paradise indeed. The
sea water was a deep blue and
cleared enough that you could
easily spot fishes nearby. When
the boat was driven back to
Victoria Harbor, skyscrapers had
already lit up and Hong Kong
was like dressed with glittering
diamonds. It was indeed an
invaluable moment and a day
that | will remember in years to
come.

Lunch was splendid and full of sea foods,
such as crabs and shrimps and the like. You
named it, we had it. We were in a restaurant
on aremote island of Sai Kung. It was built
alongside the water front of the island.
Although there was no air conditioning, it
was still comfortable with breeze from the
sea and a huge fan behind. For me lunch
was a table topic session in itself as our
Andy Davis, Paul Breen and others
exchanged some views on Chinese culture.

After lunch, some of us sat and others stood
under an ancient Chinese-style pavilion
near the restaurant. We were all feeling
more relaxed and cheerful than usua in
anticipation of our prepared speeches.
Speeches and evaluation were given in the
open which was a refreshing change from
our usua in-door style.

By the time we headed back, we were over
an hour behind our scheduled time and time
was most certainly precious for those who
enjoyed water. Some of the water lovers
took very little time to dive into the
sapphire blue sea. They had a whale of a
time with rafting and swimming. Others
either staying in door on board of the boat
to enjoy a chit chat whilst others were




Sailing to the New Term by Lap wai Wong

Is it going to be a rough sail? We will see.

When Arthur asked me a while ago to consider presidency of our club, | was surprised as there are many qualified
members who could well fill this position. Why did | decide to run for it? It is because many of the qualified members are
still quite new in the club. They could use more time to settle in and gain more experience. Since | have been with the
club for almost 3 years and have served the executive committee as a treasure for the past year, | believe | am one of
the candidates suitable to run for this position. President or not, | will do my best to help our club in any event. Now that |
am the president for the coming term, let me put things into prospective.

Under Arthur's leadership, we have accomplished many important tasks during the past year. We had successfully
celebrated our 50th anniversary and also managed to move our club meetings to new venue after a number of
controversial years at the Regal Hong Kong Hotel. Last but not the least; we have also started to elevate the quality of
our club. In this regard, Asta Lee, our most committed toastmaster, has made the most contribution as she had
conducted a comprehensive survey on how to improve our club® atmosphere and quality. Her findings have since
become the foundation of many of our activities. Today, we are beginning a new journey at a new meeting location.

Although many things have changed, our commitment to improve our club quality remains firm. In fact, this is going to be
my mission for the coming term. My pledge to our club is to continue to improve our club® quality so that all members
and guests would become great and successful public speakers and leaders in their own field. In order to achieve this
goal, we need to take care of a few basics.

Firstly, we will focus on and continue the training and coaching of our members to become seasoned evaluators, which,
in turn, will improve individual speakers by giving them true, honest and sincere feedbacks to enhance individual
speaker’s skills for their speeches. One way to achieve this objective is to continue the training and coaching of our
members to become seasoned evaluators.

Secondly, we need to improve the quality of speeches by establishing certain measurable standards. To achieve this, we
need to benchmark more successful speeches.

Thirdly, we need to create more opportunities for members to practice their speaking skills. Besides the table topic, more
occasions should be created such as live drama, poetry reading and story telling night etc.

Fourthly, we need to create an interactive, dynamic meeting atmosphere so that members will look forward to attending
the meetings. To achieve this, we could have comic night, special themes series and joint meetings with other clubs etc..

Finally, we need to find ways to capture, retain and develop a strong diversified membership portfolio so that our club
can and will continue for another 50 years and more. There are many things that we could do for the club which will
indirectly help to meet our goals in Toastmastering.

Besides all the serious tasks, dear members, we will also have many fun fill events that will be out of your expectations!!
Watch out!

| cannot accomplish all the tasks alone. Therefore, | have invited and formed a team of highly professional and energized
new exco members that are ready to work hand in hand to lead the club forward. Please let me introduce them one by
one:

New exco team|Position to be Years with
2005-06 held Previous position [Toastmasters
Alex Chong VP-Education Treasurer, 2005 |1.5 years

Fion Hung VP-Education 3 years

Tom Au Yeung |VP-Education 3 months
Carmen Chan Sergeant At Arms 4 months
Edwin Lui Sergeant At Arms|Treasurer, 2002  |4.5 years
Bhoova VP- Membership 1.5 years

Paul Breen VP- Membership 4 months
Daniel Chan Treasurer 10 months




VP-Public Sergeant At Arms,
Queenie Lam Relations 2005 2.10 years
VP-Public Sergeant At Arms,
Anne Yeung Relationship 2004 3 years
VP-Education, 05
Alice Tsang Secretary Treasurer, 04 4 years
VP- Membership,
Elsa Law Chief Editor 2005 5 years
Tom Au Yeung |Webmaster 3 months
Arthur Ting Advisor President, 2005 |2.5 years
Lap Wong President Treasurer, 2005 |2.8 years

Besides the executive committee, we also have some committed members including our honorable Christine Lau and
Tina Wong who are ready to carry on some special projects for the club. With the new exco team, we are going to plan
the activities for the coming year, which will be shared with all of you.

Before we start planning, please feel free to let us know your thoughts for the coming year and how we could cater to
your need? Your input and participation is very critical to the success of the club. | can be reached by e-mail or call me
at my mobile 9883-2728. Please remember, every one of us owns a piece of the club. If everyone contributes a little, it
could make a world of a difference. With your support, our sailing to the new term is going to be smooth like silk!

Chief Editor : John Liang johnnykalani @yahoo.com
Deputy Editor : ElsaLaw elaw@elsa-law.com

Send your feedback and contributions to:
hongkongtoastmasterscl ub@yahoo.com




